400               Live-Stock and Poultry Diseases
with the sow. If this is not advisable, they must be kept in a warm place and returned to the mother for feeding every three hours.
Chilling is usually fatal to small pigs. Whenever possible, the place of farrowing should be warm. If this cannot be arranged, the new-born pigs should be placed in a box or basket containing a few warm bricks or a jug of hot water. The box or basket may be covered with a blanket or piece of carpet. Careful drying and rubbing helps to revive a chilled pig ajid assists in stimulating the circulation of blood.
When pigs fail to breathe immediately after they are born, the caretaker should wipe out the eyes and nose at once and then slap the sides of the pig briskly with the palm of the hand. If this fails to establish normal breathing, artificial respiration should be tried: grasp the front legs with one hand and the hind legs with the other; work the legs backward and forward in much the same way as a drowning man is resuscitated; continue as long as the heart keeps on beating. If the pig fails to breathe after five minutes, it will probably die.
When sows farrow normally, the afterbirth usually passes without any assistance. If the membranes are retained, it will require expert help to secure their proper removal. Fortunately, this is seldom necessary.
DIFFICULT FARKOWING
As a general rule, most sows farrow without great concern on the part of animal or owner. If a sow labors for several hours without results, help should be summoned. It is always best to call a qualified veterinarian. Young sows or old animals that are too fat from over-feeding or lack of sufficient exercise are most likely to cause trouble. Sometimes immediate aid is not available and something must be done to relieve the sow. The following suggestions are given as a first-aid measure only, and with the understanding that the owner assumes full responsibility. The task is delicate